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On behalf of the Bainbridge City Council, I would like to welcome you to the City of 
Bainbridge. Our goal for this guide is to provide a resource with easy access to          
information on city services and events of interest to the citizens we serve. 
 
Bainbridge is a progressive community of 12,000 people and a wonderful place to live, 
work, and visit. We offer an abundant supply of recreational opportunities to our citizens 
and visitors alike. Whether your interest is hunting, boating, fishing, walking, or enjoying 
a concert at the city's Performing Arts Building, Bainbridge has something for everyone. 
Our churches, civic organizations, and business community work in harmony with the 
city to ensure the needs of our citizens are met. We strive to provide our citizens and 
visitors with a quality of life and services second to none. We truly are Georgia at its 
Best. 
 
We are committed to improving and expanding our ability to provide citizens with infor-
mation concerning the services and functions of our municipal government. Thank you 
for choosing Bainbridge as your new home and we look forward to serving you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edward Reynolds 
Mayor 

For a complete list of offered services and community events, and to learn more 

about your city government, please visit the City of Bainbridge website: 

www.bainbridgecity.com 

CONNECT WITH YOUR LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

http://www.bainbridgecity.com/
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Long before Hernando De Soto visited Bainbridge in 1540, Seminole and Creek        
Indians called the areas along the Flint River home.  From 1702 until the next century, 
a series of bloody Indian battles were fought along the banks of the river.  In fact, some 
battles were led by Generals Andrew Jackson and Zachary Taylor prior to their presi-
dencies.  By 1765, an Indian village known as Puckanawhitla was located on the north 
side of present Bainbridge.  As early as 1778, the town became known as Burgess, 
when a trader named James Burgess established a trading post there.  Later a federal 
outpost, it was called Fort Hughes from 1817-1824.   
 
On December 8, 1823, the Georgia Legislature created Decatur County, named after 
Stephen Decatur. In the War of 1812, he captured the British ship, Macedonian.      
Decatur was commander of Old Ironsides, USS Constitution.   
  
Once the Seminole Indians were defeated in late 1824, Fort Hughes was named    
Bainbridge, for Commodore William Bainbridge.  He raised himself from the rank of 
common sailor to the highest rank in the Navy.  Like Decatur, Bainbridge was a     
commander of Old Ironsides, USS Constitution.  Land for the county seat we           
purchased in 1826, and the city itself was incorporated in 1829.   
 
In addition to Fort Hughes, other federal outposts were established along the Flint    
River, including Fort Scott and Camp Recovery.  Both were used as hospital bases for 
sick and injured soldiers during the Seminole Indian War.  Fort Scott was surrounded 
by swamp, and many of the soldiers died from malaria, yellow fever and dysentery.  
After the Indians were fully defeated, the sick were moved to a site across the river 
where hills were higher and it was thought to be a healthier location.  This site was 
called Camp Recovery.  Fort Scott was abandoned in 1821 due to an epidemic of    
malaria. 
 
The waterways surrounding Decatur County were instrumental in the initial growth and 
development of the region.  In its early days, Bainbridge was a proud river town with 
two steamship companies moving cotton and other goods along the Flint River to     
areas upstream and to the Gulf of Mexico.  In his day, Decatur County resident John 
W. Callahan (1858-1926) owned and operated the largest individual naval store in the 
world.   
 
Today, the city covers approximately twenty-five square miles and is a progressive 
community of about 12,000.  Bainbridge provides big city opportunities and small town 
hospitality, the best of both worlds for a quality of life that is unsurpassed. 
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Bainbridge Convention & Visitors Bureau…………...229-243-8555 
The Bainbridge Convention & Visitors Bureau is located at City Hall 
in Downtown Bainbridge. The CVB is open Monday through Friday 
from 8:00am to 5:00pm to assist travelers visiting or passing through 
Southwest Georgia.  The CVB can also help plan your conventions, 
meetings, and family reunions.  For more information, visit 
www.visitbainbridgega.com 

Bainbridge-Dec Co. Chamber of Commerce….229-246-4774 
The Bainbridge-Decatur County Chamber of Commerce was 
organized in 1929, and promotes business and industrial 
growth in the area. For more information, visit 
www.bainbridgegachamber.com 

Decatur County Senior Citizens Center…………229-246-8672      
The center provides activities for the area's senior citizens who are 
age 60 and older, including shopping outings, line dancing, bingo, 
and crafts.  The center is located at 402 West Water Street. 

Southwest Georgia Regional Library..…229-248-2665 
Our library serves as the headquarters for the tri-county 
Southwest Georgia Regional Library System. It also serves 
as a sub-regional library for the blind and physically       
handicapped for 11 southwest Georgia counties. The library 
is located at the corner of Shotwell and Monroe Streets at 
301 South Monroe Street. For more information, visit 
www.swgrl.org 

Firehouse Arts Center……………………......…229-243-1010  
The Firehouse Arts Center offers a wide range of functions 
and events for the community, and also has meeting rooms 
available to rent for weddings, parties, receptions and     
meetings.  For more information, visit www.bainbridgeart.com 

Bainbridge Little Theatre………………………....229-246-8345 
Established in 1974, the Bainbridge Little Theatre is a staple of 
downtown Bainbridge.  The Little Theatre has four productions 
each year, plus a summer camp for youth and teens. For more 
information, visit  www.bainbridgelittletheatre.com 
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Start at Willis Park and take the Bainbridge Heritage Tour.  This self-guided tour      
features Bainbridge’s historic buildings and homes, many of which have been restored 
to their original stately glory.  Heritage Tour Guides can be picked up at City Hall.  

Downtown Bainbridge is home to numerous shops and 
businesses including antique stores, eateries, gift 
shops, the Firehouse Center and Gallery, City Hall, the 
Decatur County Courthouse, professional services, the 
U.S. Post Office, the local newspaper agency, several 
banks, and of course, the downtown square, Willis Park.  
Southern towns are famous for their downtown squares 
and Bainbridge is no exception.  Downtown Bainbridge 
is proud of its history and heritage and has built a     
reputation on making southern hospitality a way of life.  
Willis Park is the heart of downtown, and is lined with 
boutiques and antique shops. It is a charming garden 
style park complete with a Victorian gazebo and      
fountain.  Willis Park is home to many holiday activities 
throughout the year and a place for members of the 
community to gather for various forms of entertainment.  

In the Spring and Fall, visit the Downtown Farmers’ Market, where locally grown    
products are sold.   

In 1990, Bainbridge was named a Main Street City and 
began the task of revitalizing the central business   
district.  The Downtown Development Authority’s goal 
is to enhance our community identity and  heritage, to 
foster a center of activity and to ensure economic   
stability for the heart of Bainbridge. 

Cemetery entrance is located at the intersection of N. Clay Street and Cemetery 
Street.  Cemetery Tour Guides can be picked up at City Hall. 
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Department of Driver Services…………….………………………………....678-413-8400  
101 Airport Road 
Tuesday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm 
 

 
Tax Commissioner’s Office………….………………………………….…..229-248-3009 
By law, residents are required to secure a Georgia license and auto tag within 30 days 
of moving to the state.  Car tags may be purchased, picked up, and ad valorem taxes 
can be paid at the Decatur County Tax Commissioner’s Office. 

Decatur County Courthouse…...……………………………………………..229-248-2087 

122 W. Water Street 
You may register to vote at the Decatur County Courthouse on the corner Water and 
West Streets. You must be 18 years of age, a resident of Georgia, and registered at 
least 30 days before an election in order to vote. Voter registration is also available in 
conjunction with the purchase of a Georgia driver's license through the Georgia State 
Patrol. 

Grady EMC 
Office:  1499 38

th
 Boulevard N.W., Cairo,  

Service Area:  Areas near Lake Seminole, 
Black Jack and Attapulgus 
Customer Service:  1-800-942-4362 
 
 
Town of Brinson 
City Hall, 179 Clifton Street 
Brinson, GA 39825 
Customer Service:  229-248-1752 
www.townofbrinson@copper.net 
 

Georgia Power 
Customer Service: 1-888-660-5890 
customerservice.southerncompany.com 
 
 
 
 
Three Notch EMC 
Office:  116 W. 2

nd
 Street, Donalsonville 

Service Area:  Western Decatur County, 
including Flint River Heights area 
Customer Service:  229-524-5377 
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Bryan-Hight Veterinary Hospital 
1801 E. Shotwell Street 
229-246-8600 
 
Port City Animal Hospital 
254 Whigham Dairy Road 
229-246-9443 

ERA Simpson Realty 
203 W. Shotwell Street 
229-243-9200 
 
Miles Realty 
430 E. Shotwell Street 
229-246-7193 
 
United Country-Provence  
Realty 
795 Woodhull Road 
229-246-2231 

Andrew Avery, Jr. 
218 S. West Street 
229-243-7216 
 
Coldwell Banker-Brock Realty 
1712 E. Shotwell Street 
229-246-5127 
 
DeHildren Realty 
1609 E. Shotwell Street 
229-246-9837 
 
 

Miller-Griffin Realty 
832 E. Shotwell Street 
229-246-4750 
 
Southern Forestry Consultants 
Realty 
305 W. Shotwell Street 
229-246-9651 
 
3 Rivers Realty 
331-A W. Water Street 
229-416-6136 

 

Howard Johnson 
1401 Tallahassee Highway 
229-246-8550 
 
The Commodore B & B 
320 S. Washington Street 
229-248-0081 
 
Hampton Inn 
1522 Tallahassee Highway 
229-246-1341 
 
Glen Oaks Motel 
1744 Tallahassee Highway 
229-246-4343 
 

Days Inn 
1407 Tallahassee Highway 
229-248-6300 
 
Holiday Inn Express 
1413 Tallahassee Highway 
229-246-6771 
 
America’s Best Value Inn 
751 West Shotwell Street 
229-246-0015 
 
Budget Inn 
710 S. Scott Street 
229-246-2522 
 

Quality Inn 
1403 Tallahassee Highway 
229-243-7000 
 
Western Motel 
1925 E. Shotwell Street 
229-248-8668 
 
Palmer Hotel 
1679 Tallahassee Highway 
229-246-0300 
 
Flint River RV Park 
801 W. Shotwell Street 
229-246-5802 

Animal House 
800 Sharpe Street 
229-243-0380 
 
Bainbridge Pet Salon 
210 N. Clay Street 
229-246-9499 
 

Kimberly’s Pet Salon 
172 Pine Forest Road 
229-246-9660 
 
Petsense 
1408 Tallahassee Highway 
229-416-4788 
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City of Bainbridge ……………………………….……………………...…….229-248-2014  
Residential garbage is collected by the City of Bainbridge.  Large household items can 
be placed on the curb to be picked up at an additional charge (minimum $200.).  The 
Transfer Station on Avenue A is open to the public for free drop-off of large items and 
truck-loads of garbage. 

City of Bainbridge…………………………………………………….………..229-248-2000  
Water and sewer billings are on a monthly basis. Online bill pay and electronic bank 
draft options are available. 

City Hall………………………………………………………………………....229-248-2000 
101 South Broad Street 
Accounting, Assistant City Manager, Building Inspector, City Manager, Code Enforce-
ment, Communications, Convention & Visitors Bureau, Downtown Development,      
Human Resources, Mayor, Municipal Court, Permits, Planning & Zoning, Technology, 
Utility Payments 
 
Building & Shelter Rentals, Cemeteries, Parks…...…………………………229-248-2000 
City Hall 
 
Public Safety……………………………………………………………………229-248-2038 
IN AN EMERGENCY, ALWAYS DIAL 911 
510 E. Louise Street 
 
Public Services……………………...………………………………...……....229-248-2014 
1503 Pierce Street 
City Shop, Maintenance, Natural Gas, Sewer, Solid Waste, Streets, Utilities, Water 
 
Tennis Center 
1100 Cox Avenue………………………………………………………..……..229-248-2020 

 

Marina 
2400 Airport Road……………………………………………………………...229-246-6336 

City of Bainbridge…………………………………………………………...…229-248-2000  
Dogs must be registered within the city, and there is a leash law. 

City of Bainbridge…………………………………..………………………....229-248-2014 
The Gas Department participates in the installation, repair, testing, and maintenance of 
natural gas lines, components, and meters. 
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Bainbridge High School 
One Bearcat Boulevard (Hwy 84. East) 
229-248-2230 
Grades 9-12 

 
Bainbridge Middle School 
1301 E. College Street 
229-248-2206 
Grades 7-8 
 
Hutto Middle School 
1204 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive 
229-248-2224 
Grades 5-6 

Elcan-King Elementary  
725 Louise Street 
229-248-2212 
Grades Pre-K - 4 
 
John Johnson Elementary 
1947 South West Street 
229-248-2247 
Grades Pre-K - 4 
 
Jones-Wheat Elementary 
1400 E. Broughton Street 
229-248-2218 
Grades Pre-K - 4 
 
Potter Street Elementary 
725 Potter Street 
229-248-2253 
Grades Pre-K - 4 
 
West Bainbridge Elementary 
915 Zorn Road 
229-248-2821 
Grades Pre-K - 4 

Grace Christian Academy 
1300 Lake Douglas Rd. 
229-243-8851 
Grades Pre-K3 - 12 
www.gracechristianacademyga.org 

100 S. West Street 
229-248-2200 
www.dcboe.com 

2500 E. Shotwell St.   
229-248-2500  

www.bainbridge.edu 
 
Bainbridge State College fulfills a goal of the Board of       
Regents to increase the availability of higher education to 
citizens throughout the state. Bainbridge State College takes 
pride in its integrated approach to education.  
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BAIN Center for Independent Living…………………………………...…...229-246-0150        
316 W. Shotwell Street, or visit their website: www.baincil.org 

Decatur County Health Department………………..…..…………..…...…..229-248-3055 
928 S. West Street 
 

Family and Children’s Services (DFCS) …………………………….…..…229-248-2420 
505 S. Wheat Avenue 
 

Amelia Medical Plaza…………………………………………………………..229-243-6900 
505 Amelia Avenue 
 

Memorial Hospital and Manor……………………………..…………………229-246-3500 
1500 E. Shotwell Street 
www.mh-m.org 

Bainbridge Public Safety….229-248-2038 
 

ALWAYS DIAL 9-1-1  
FOR AN  

EMERGENCY 

 

Flint River Hospice……………………………………………………....…...229-248-1050 
Hospice of Southwest Georgia………………………..……………….…229-246-9965 
Gentiva Hospice Inc…………………………………………………………..229-246-6330 
Visiting Nurses Association…………………..…………………………….229-246-6462 

The Post Searchlight (Bi-Weekly)……………………………………...…...229-246-2827 
www.thepostsearchlight.com 

WBGE - FM Live 101.9………………………………………….……………..229-246-7776 
www.sowegalive.com 
 

WMGR - AM 930………...……………..………….…………………………....229-246-1650 
www.wmgr.net 
 

WKLD - FM 92.7………...……………..………….…………………………....229-416-4771 
www.wmgr.net 
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Bainbridge Marina…..………………………..229-246-6336  
Located on the beautiful Flint River, Bainbridge Marina has 
covered slips on floating docks.  The Marina also has gas 
and diesel pumps, picnic areas, a public boat ramp, and a 
store.    

Outdoor adventure in Bainbridge begins on the Flint River.  
The Flint River is the spot for any water activity you wish to 
enjoy.  Whether you’re canoeing or kayaking, water skiing 
or tubing, or just want to catch some fish, you’re sure to find 
the perfect spot to do so on the Flint.  With plenty of launch 
points and landings to rest and relax, you can spend the 
day enjoying the great outdoors!  

Silver Lake WMA is a state-owned property that consists of 9,800 acres and is one of 
Georgia’s largest WMAs.  Bordered by both the Flint River and Lake Seminole, the site 
offers its visitors a chance to enjoy the outdoors by bird watching, hiking, horseback 
riding, hunting, and fishing.   

www.gastateparks.org • 229-861-3137 
Located 23 miles west of Bainbridge on Hwy. 253, Seminole State Park covers 604 
acres.  It is a complete park with cottages, campsites, picnic facilities, swimming and 
ski areas, miniature golf, fishing docks and ramps.  The threatened gopher tortoise, the 
only tortoise native to Georgia, makes its home along a 2.2 mile nature trail located in 
the park.  The park also offers swimming, boating, waterskiing, bicycle and canoe         
rentals, summer nature programs, and holiday events.   

In 2008, the Georgia State Legislature  
declared Bainbridge the “Bass Capital of 
Georgia.” It’s no secret that Lake         
Seminole is one of the main reasons why.  
Both the Flint River and Lake Seminole 
offer abundant fishing and water sports, 
attracting thousands of amateur and     
professional fishermen with many top 
bass tournaments throughout the year.  In fact, Bainbridge was home to the very first 
B.A.S.S. tournament.  
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Launch into the Flint River from Earle May Boat Basin 
Park. The area contains Mega Ramps, a nature trail, 
petting zoo, picnic pavilions, restrooms, swimming area, 
campground, and playgrounds. The Performing Arts 
Building Amphitheater is also located at here where 
many community events happen throughout the year, 
including River Town Days, the July 4th Celebration, 
and numerous bass fishing tournaments.   

1818 E. Shotwell Street……………………………………………………….229-243-0508  
The Bainbridge-Decatur County YMCA offers indoor and outdoor tracks, tennis courts, 
racquetball courts, indoor heated Olympic size pool, cardiovascular center, and weight 
area.  They also have several fields for our youth soccer and football programs.  The 
Langston-Gray Bowling Center, adjacent to the YMCA is a state-of-the-art family     
bowling center with16 lanes, pro-shop, and full concessions. For more information, visit 
www.bainbridgeymca.com 

Bainbridge Country Club 
312 Country Club Road.……………………………………………..……….229-246-1986 
Facility offers a golf course, clubhouse, driving range, pro-shop, pool, grill, and        
banquet space.  For more information, visit www.bainbridgecountryclub.com 

1707 E. Shotwell Street………………………………………..…….………..229-248-2010 
Community sports and programs.  For more information, visit www.playbainbridge.com 
 

 Bainbridge Parks, Playgrounds, Cemeteries, and Building Rentals 
101 S. Broad Street……………………………………………………….…...229-248-2000 
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The Bainbridge-Decatur County Recreation Authority offers many athletic opportunities 
throughout the year for children and adults.  Call the Bainbridge-Decatur County          
Recreation Authority at 229-248-2010 or visit www.playbainbridge.com for more       
information on sports and  programs.   

 

Visit the Bill Reynolds Sports Complex at 1100 Cox      
Avenue.  There you will find ballfields, picnic tables,    
restrooms, a concession stand, basketball courts, and   
multi-purpose fields with easy access to the Nature Trail. 

 

Bainbridge is proud to have a top-notch tennis          
center.  The Bill Reynolds Tennis Center has 14 courts 
and hosts many tournaments and clinics throughout the 
year. Tennis lessons, camps and leagues are          
available for all ages.  Visit www.bainbridgetennis.com 
for more information on leagues, classes, and programs.  
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Event   Site/Venue     Space Available 
Baseball  Bill Reynolds Sports Park   16 Fields 
   Bainbridge High School   
   Bainbridge Middle School    
 
Basketball  YMCA      1 Full Sized Court  
   Bainbridge Memorial Coliseum  1 Full Sized Court 
   Bainbridge High School   1 Full Sized Court 
   Hutto Middle School    1 Full Sized Court  
   Bill Reynolds Sports Park   5 Full Sized Courts 
 
Bowling  YMCA – Langston-Gray Bowling Center 16 Lanes 
 
Football  YMCA      4 Full Sized Fields 
   Centennial Field    1 Full Sized Field 
   Hutto Middle School    1 Full Sized Field 
   Bill Reynolds Sports Park   2 Full Sized Fields 
 
Roller Skating  Skate Towne of Bainbridge   1 Skating Rink 
 
Soccer   YMCA      4 Full Sized Fields 
   Centennial Field    1 Full Sized Field 
   Bill Reynolds Sports Park   2 Full Sized Fields 
 
Softball  Bill Reynolds Sports Park   16 Fields           
   Bainbridge High School        
 
Swimming  YMCA      6 Lane Olympic Sized Pool 
    
                                                                                                            
Tennis   Bill Reynolds Sports Park (Lighted)  14 Courts 
   Bainbridge High School   10 Courts 
   Carole Floyd Tennis Complex (Lighted) 8 Courts 
   Potter Street Park    4 Courts 
   YMCA (Lighted)    4 Courts 
 
Track   YMCA      One-Sixteenth Mile Indoor 
   YMCA      Half-Mile Outdoor 
   Bainbridge Middle School 
   Bainbridge High School 
 
Water Sports  Flint River 
   Lake Seminole    Covers 37,500 Acres 
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MONTH AVG. HIGH AVG. LOW AVG. PRECIP REC. HIGH REC. LOW 

January 62 F 37 F 5.75 in. 83 F (2002) 3 F (1985) 

February 66 F 40 F 5.75 in. 85 F (1997) 19 F (1986) 

March 73 F 46 F 5.78 in. 89 F (1994) 17 F (1980) 

April 79 F 51 F 3.65 in. 94 F (1999) 30 F (2007) 

May 86 F 59 F 4.04 in. 102 F (1996) 41 F (2004) 

June 90 F 67 F 5.75 in. 105 F (1998) 46 F (1984) 

July 92 F 70 F 6.10 in. 103 F (2000) 58 F (2007) 

August 92 F 69 F 5.04 in. 102 F (1986) 58 F (1992) 

September 89 F 66 F 4.30 in. 100 F (1997) 44 F (1990) 

October 81 F 54 F 2.70 in. 94 F (2006) 32 F (2001) 

November 72 F 46 F 3.56 in. 89 F (1998) 23 F (2000) 

December 64 F 39 F 3.79 in. 83 F (1982) 10 F (1989) 

 



 

 


