The City of Bainbridge Receives the "2016 Outstanding New Initiative Grand Award" from the Georgia Urban Forest Council!
The Georgia Urban Forest Council (GUFC), a nonprofit organization with the mission of sustaining Georgia’s green legacy by helping communities grow healthy trees, presented its 2016 Excellence in Urban Forestry Awards Program on November 2 at the Brasstown Valley Resort in Young Harris, Georgia. This annual awards program rewards individuals and organizations for outstanding work in protecting and enhancing our community forests. One Grand Award was given to each of the following categories: Civic Organization, Education, Greenspace, Community, New Initiative, Streetscape Revitalization, Student, Individual Achievement, New Development, Business, Media, and Elected Official. Each award recipient received a framed print of a Gainesville Sugar Maple from an original painting by artist Barry Nehr, commissioned for GUFC. The City of Bainbridge received the 2016 Outstanding New Initiative Grand Award for its Planting for the Future program. “The City of Bainbridge is to be commended for recognizing the value of its trees,” said Mary Lynne Beckley, Executive Director of the Georgia Urban Forest Council. “Both visitors and residents of Bainbridge enjoy the health, environmental, and economic benefits of its trees and this program ensures a healthy urban forest for the future.” The Georgia Urban Forest Council was founded in 1988 by a group of individuals who recognized the need for an organization to address urban forestry issues in Georgia. Today, GUFC brings educational programs, leadership and resources in maintaining healthy trees to our towns and cities around the state.
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